These perfectly preserved 74 Super Duty T/As have storied histories
and are oleaming examples of Pontiac's last knockout punch of the musclecar era

oY% PETE GURATOLD
PHOTOHEERAPHY BY JAY HEATH AND MARK BRUEDERALE
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Brian Bl

Laden with A/C, the engine compartment gets busy in a hurry. But the hand-built SD
{by GM engineering no less) has the oats to overcome the weight of luxury options
without even breathing heavily. Note, the engine color is from the later 1975-76 4555,

time is over and automotive life is a visceral reality
that only the Super Duty can provide. Brian Buses
of Barrington, [1L. is what you call lucky ... very
lucky. He was originally in the market for a Mopar
but instead bought this low mileage beauty (with
the black interior) from a dealership for twenty
grand with an unstamped block

The dealership had speculated that the VIN on
the block had possibly been ground off during a
water pump or timing cover repair or was due to
some type of corrosion. In any event, the
dealership promised a full refund if it was ever
found out that the engine was swapped at any
time. That said, Brian decided to make the
purchase. Before leaving the dealership, he asked
for and received a list of the previous owners. Two
of the names were Alex and Steve Mair ... yes, that
Alex Mair, the General Manager of Pontiac Motor
Division from 1975 to 1978 and Steve is his son.

And the discoveries don't end there, After writing
to the Mair family, Brian found out that this was not
only Alex Mair’s car but that this Buccaneer Red Bind
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The Cruiser And The Company Car

was originally built for Martin Caserio who preceded Mair as the General Manager of
Pontiac Motor Division in the early seventies. Brian quickly sent out for a comprehensive
documentation package from Pontiac Historic Services for complete authentication. Sure
enough his was a documented PMD company car with no dealership designation on the
manifest invoice. Instead it only stated that the Bird was a company car. This may be the
only General Motors company car that was driven by two Poncho GMs.

According to Brian and Pontiac Historic Services, Martin Caserio had vivid
memories of it. PHS has also related that the engine in Brian's SD developed a water
leak while it was in Mr. Caserio's possession, Here's where it gets good. After visiting the
company car garage and then the engineering garage, the original Super Duty engine
was replaced with the unstamped hand-built version that currently resides in Brian's
T/A. Can you say one-of-a-kind? Needless to say, Brian enjoys his heavily optioned
automatic trans equipped T/A.

The 3.08 gearing provides more than ample pull and he is able to keep cool with the
factory air. Though he never took his Bird to the track, he bought an onboard computer
o measure performance. The T/A was able to achieve an impressive 5.7 second zero to
sixty mph time and produced a net horsepower number of 328 according to the
computer. So much for the watered down 290 factory horsepower rating,

Surprisingly, or maybe not so surprisingly for this Pontiac, Brian found an original
8-track cartridge with a factory part number of 9794818 in the glovebox and on it were
various artists of the day. However, there was also something called "Breakaway
Theme." This may have been Pontiac's advertising jingle in ‘74. The tune, like
everything else about the SD-455 T/A, was ahead of its time and appropriately named.
Brian, or anyone else who drives this Trans Am, will have no problem doing just that.

Who says you don't save the best for last? Just kidding, Brian. The other half of this
duo is my '74 Buccaneer Red SD-455 Trans Am, I grew up with Pontiac in my blood
here on the Jersey Shore and haven 't wavered. Maybe it was those steamy July nights on
the Seaside Heights Boulevard or the torque battles out of the Garden State Parkway toll
booths or those top end showdowns over the Seaside Bridge.

Who's to say what or when it happened for any one of us? I'm talking about that
moment of automotive bliss that is forever etched in the enthusiast's mind. When "it"
happened to you, you knew you would never forget that car! I couldsit here and rehash
these T/A memories but 1'd rather share the story of my latest and easily my greatest
Trans Am. About fifteen years ago 1 got really tired of walking through Pontiac shows
around the country, salivating like a one-eyed dog in a butcher shop. It was not long
before I devised a master plan not to recycle the less than stunning '75 Grand Prix and
rusty '79 T/As of the world and begin a search for a timeless classic.

My Super Duty Trans Am was purchased in upstate New York in early 1997 in almost
completely restored condition. The T/A came with extensive documentation and the
only real work I performed was replacing the headliner. The upholstery and the hood
hird were professionally installed. Interestingly, there were receipts found under the
seats from Thanksgiving Day in 1974 and July 4th in 1975. [ figured that this was a
good omen and kept the receipts with the rest of the documents and trophies.

A curious aspect of the T/A is its interior. According to the SD-455 Registry's
September 1997 edition, this is the only registered Super Duty Trans Am with the
interior trim package of Cameo White standard seats accompanied by a red console,
dashboard and carpeting, This particular T/A was also one of the last ones produced. A
build date of 7/23/74 adorns this Pontiac's PHS documentation packet. Only three were
documented in the registry as being built in August of '74 and one of those resides
outside the United States. This Super Duty has no air conditioning but came well
equipped with a Turbo-400 transmission and 3.42 gearing which enables it to break
the tires loose at 55 mph. The Pontiac is completely stock with the exception of a
specially fit Flowmnaster 80 Series Muffler. (I still kept the original muffler.)

My T/A has been to the track one time only where it ran an impressive 13.48 at 100.2
mph. This ET was achieved after a show with those tank-like Honeycomb wheels and
street tires. [ show it with its nice shoes on and leave the Rally 11s home. Suffice it to say
it's not exactly an Aesopian tortoise. The T/A was featured on Hemmings On-line Car
Show last June and in 1991 it took first place in the East Coast GTO Regionals All
Pontiac Open, sponsored by Performance Years,

Turning heads wherever it goes, the rapid red F-body still does quite well in the
local shows. Tt's very clear to see that these two Super Duty 455 T/As have remained
true to their heritage and are excellent examples of a another automotive time that
has long since passed. 4~

A Few Words With Martin J. Caserio,
Pontiac's Man in Charge
During the Super Duty Era
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